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The Committee on Appropriations, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 7216) making appropriations for the government of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and other activities chargeable in whole or in part 
against the revenues of such District for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1953, and for other purposes, report the same to the Senate with 
various amendments and present herewith information relative to 
the changes made: 


Amount of bill as passed House $131, 055, 000 


Amount of increase by Senate (net) 4, 062, 089 


Amount of bill as reported to Senate 135, 117, 089 


Amount of regular and supplemental estimates for 
136, 528, 100 


Amount of appropriations, 1952 144, 669, 400 
The bill as reported to the Senate— 
Under the estimates for 1953__............---- 1, 411, 011 
Under the appropriations for 1952 9, 552, 311 


GENERAL STATEMENT 


The bill provides a total of $135,117,089 for 1953 expenses of the 
District of Columbia. This amount is $9,552,311 less than the total 
of 1952 appropriations plus items in the third supplemental bill, is 
$1,411,011 under the revised }4et estimates for 1953, and exceeds 
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the House allowance by $4,062,089, Percentagewise the total amount 
recommended would be 6.6 percent under the 1952 estimate of avail- 
able appropriations, 1.03 percent under the 1953 estimates, and 3.1 
percent over the House allowance. 

The increase of $4,062,089 over the House allowance represents 
$3,209,089 in operating expenses and $853,000 in capital outlay items, 
or a total allowance of $114,079,089 for 1953 operating expenses (as 
compared to $111,815,050 for 1952) and $21,038,000 for capital outlay 
items (as compared to $32,859,350 in 1952). The committee feels 
that the additional sum recommended for operating expenses will be 
sufficient to permit most activities to maintain in 1953 their present 
level of operations including the payment of about $2.7 million for 
increased pay costs and within-grade salary advancements author- 
ized by law, and the employment of additional personnel, particularly 
in the public schools, Welfare Department, and public library 
because of expanded or changed programs considered beyond admin- 
istrative control. As to the $853,000 capital outlay increase, $682,000 
concerns street and bridge projects, payable from highway funds, 
and considered by the committee of strategic importance to the 
District since they involve construction of the East Capitol Street 
Bridge and projected thoroughfares to connect with the Washington 
and Baltimore Parkway and the Washington-Annapolis Freeway. 
Another capital outlay item of particular interest to Public Welfare 
of the District is the $86,000 estimate for making plans and specifica- 
tions for a new Industrial Home School for colored girls. The com- 
mittee endorses the project as one vitally needed to replace the present 
inadequate facilities. 


FEDERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 


In the matter of payment by the Federal Government toward the 
expenses of the District of Columbia the committee recommends the 
sum of $12,000,000 which is the amount authorized by the Revenue 
Act of 1947. Such allowance provides $11,000,000 for the general 
fund, an increase of $2,400,000 over the House allowance, and $1,000,- 
000 for the water fund. Expenses of the District of Columbia govern- 
ment continue to increase, and much of the costs are due to basic 
legislation, yet there is no commensurate increase in the Federal con- 
tribution. In fact under the House bill the contribution would be 
less than 8 percent, the lowest in history, and incidentally about the 
same amount paid by the Federal Government in 1922 when the 
United States share was 40 percent. The area of tax-exempt 
property is increasing from year to per and consequently the taxable 
property area, the major source of revenue, is diminishing. As of 
June 30, 1951, the tax-exempt property area was 51.7 percent as 
compared to 49.7 percent in 1945, or an increase of approximately 
4 percent. Of the $135,117,089 recommended to be appropriated 
for 1953, the sum of $111,296,214 is payable from the general fund. 
With a Federal contribution to this fund of $11,000,000 the per- 
centage of the United States share would be about 10 percent. 
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REVENUES, OBLIGATIONS, AND SURPLUS 


The estimated revenues available for expenditure in all funds in 
the fiscal year 1953, including a Federal payment of $12 million, 
amount to $142,397,723. The estimated obligations for 1953 total 
$137,168,089. This latter sum includes a reserve of $1,225,000 which 
has been set aside for supplemental obligations. Therefore, the 
estimated surplus as of June 30, 1953, will be $5,229,634, distributed 
by funds as follows: General fund, $2,892,156; highway fund, $512,088; 
water fund, $1,145,390; motor vehicle parking fund, $680,000. 

Under legislation recently enacted by Congress to increase the 

asoline tax, additional revenue of $1,250,000 would be available in the 
ighway fund, and of course would increase the over-all estimated 
surplus to $6,479,634. 


INCREASES AND LIMITATIONS 


The changes recommended by the committee in the amounts of the 
House bill are as follows: 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION: 


mepecatrve Gea 2 i SPE te $11, 540 

Se INNIIN is nies snir enrich 5, 000 
Office of the Corporation Counsel ---~.__..-_---- 16, 000 
Purchasing Divito) 200 bil. cooecuccuceecc loge 2, 750 
DOR OF EAE ABDONO a aad ccnuwensicsnkancn we 700 
Total, general administration __.._.___....-_-- 35, 990 
Fiscat Service, SALARIES AND EXPENSES_.-__-_-_-- 40, 000 


The additional sum restores over two-thirds of the House 
reduction, and provides a total appropriation of $2,012,000 
for the Offices of Assessor, Auditor and Collector, which is 
$14,000 under the budget estimates. The committee also 
recommends that the amount payable from the highway fund 
be increased to $28,300, an increase of $300 over the House 
allowance. 


REGULATORY AGENCIES: 


Alcoholic Beverage Control Board_______-_----_- 6, 200 
wooed Ol Penis se as oe ee 5, 200 
A ORRIN ng lal 800 
Department of Insurance--_--_-....--...-.------ 7, 500 
Department of Weights, Measures, and Markets- - 8, 000 
LaGenne Hee file eo Pos ee 2, 100 
Minimum Wage and Industrial Safety Board - - -_- 7, 100 
Office of Recorder of Deeds_______-__- Se 8, 000 
epee I ee ude 4, 000 
Public Utilities Commission __--_______.__---_-- 1, 400 
mee Comune... 5... os ~- ee 2, 200 


Total, regulatory agencies_-__.........-------- 52, 500 
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Pusuic ScHoo.s: 

Operating expenses: 

GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, SUPERVISION, AND INSTRUC- 

The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$19,315,000, an increase of $400,000 over the House 
allowance and a decrease of $138,000 from the 
budget estimate. The additional sum will permit 
the filling of about 80 teaching positions needed in divi- 
sion 2 to reduce the teacher-pupil ratio, and allow 
$36,600 for increased costs of auxiliary educational 
services (transportation of handicapped children, 
and maintenance and instruction of deaf, dumb, 
and blind children). In order to clarify the lan- 
guage limitation of the athletic program the com- 
mittee recommends the following words be deleted 
from the bill: 

clothing and equipment 
and insert in lieu thereof the following words: 

apparel and accessories 


VocaTIONAL EpvucaTIion, GEORGE-BARDEN PROGRAM_. 


The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$262,324, an increase of $15,324 over the House 
allowance, and a decrease of $8,976 from the 
budget estimate. The increase is the result of 
action taken by the Senate in the appropriation for 
the same program as contained in the Labor- 
Federal Security appropriation bill for 1953. 


OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF BuILpINes, GROUNDS, 
AND EQUIPMENT 


Total, public schools 


Pusuic Liprary, OPERATING EXPENSES__------------ 


The committee recommends an appropriation of $1,515,000, 
an increase of $75,000 over the House allowance, and a de- 
crease of $53,000 from the budget estimate. The additional 
sum will permit the employment of personnel and the pro- 
curement of supplies and equipment at the new Cleveland 
Park Branch himicy, and also provide funds needed at 
other libraries for various types of urgent expenditures. 


RECREATION DEPARTMENT, OPERATING EXPENSES-_---- 
METROPOLITAN Potice, SALARIES AND EXPENSES..--- 


The committee recommends an appropriation of $10,250,000, 
an increase of $500,000 over the House allowance and a 
decrease of $428,000 from the budget estimate. The addi- 
tional sum will permit the filling of about 80 of the 207 
vacant positions for class I privates. The committee also 
recommends $1,360,000 as the amount payable from the 
highway fund, or an increase of $80,000 over the House 
allowance. 


Fire DepaRTMENT, SALARIES AND EXPENSES-.-.-_--.-- 
VETERANS’ SERVICES, SALARIES AND EXPENSES-.-.---- 
Courts, District or CoLumBiA CourTs..-.-..----- 
HeattH DppartTMENT: 
General administration 
The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$2,915,000, an increase of $240,000 over the House 
allowance and a decrease of $7,000 from the budget 
estimate. The additional sum restores $200,000 of the 
$247,000 House reduction, which is needed to maintain 
in 1953 the present level of operations plus costs of 
mandatory increases. The sum of $40,060 is also pro- 





$400, 000 


15, 324 


60, 000 


475, 324 


75, 000 


12, 500 
500, 000 


127, 000 
40, 000 
64, 300 


240, 000 
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HeattuH DepartmMent—Continued 
General administration—Continued 


vided to help defray the costs of nursing care furnished 
to indigents receiving public assistance, by the Instruc- 
tive Visiting Nurse Society of Washington, D. C. 
Records show that over 22,000 patients received such 
aid during 1951. 


Glenn Dale Tuberculosis Sanatorium___.______...._____-_- $71, 000 
Gallinger Municipal and Tuberculosis Hospital_........_-.- 132, 000 
reciea! charitien— <n Oe 76, 875 


The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$676,875, an inerease of $76,875 over the House allow- 
ance and the budget estimate. The additional sum 
provides $61,875 to offset the increased per diem rate 
from $9 to $10, allowed contract hospitals for ‘‘in- 
patient” care of indigent patients of the District of 
Columbia, and $15,000 for the care of about 30 District 
of Columbia Health Department patients at the Wash- 
ington Hove for Incurables. Testimony presented to 
the committee clearly justifies the need for the recom- 
mended additional allowances. 

The committee also recommends that the language 
provision on the per diem rate be amended as indicated: 

Provided, That the in-patient rate shall not exceed 
$9 $10 per diem and the out-patient rate shall not 
exceed $2 per visit 


Total, Health Department_-_______-- 519, 875 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS: 
anal ic Sigh w a pres weal dh atin 2 dint 125, 000 
RN i a le his Secens eie 20, 000 
Total, Department of Corrections_-_-__--.------- 145, 000 
PUBLIC WELFARE: 
UIE II oa a an ase senate ae pes 9, 000 
TM as et Nias gs ec oles pig edb ene 55, 000 
Protective Institutions: Operating expenses____-___.-_---- 196, 000 
The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$3,236,000, an increase of $196,000 over the House 
allowance. The increase restores the House reduction 
and provides $30,580 for 1953 expenses of the Tem- 
porary Home for Former Soldiers, Sailors and Marines, 
and $165,420 to cover the increased operating costs for 
supplies, materials and some 30 new positions required 
because of expanded or changed programs at the insti- 
tutions. 
CRNNEEE: CURIOS 6 oo ccna cknnandeconihinds dese dee'l 86, 000 


The committee has approved the supplemental 
estimate of $86,000 as contained in 8. Document 
119, and required for the making of plans and 
specifications for an Industrial Home School for 
Colored Girls. The proposed new structure, to be 
located at the Children’s Center at Laurel, Mary- 
land, will replace the present inadequate facilities 
of the National Training School for Girls. 

To effectuate the change recommended, the fol- 
lowing language has been added to the bill: 


; and for plans and specifications for an industrial 
home school for colored girls to replace the Na- 
tional Training School for Girls, $86,000; in 
all $896,000 


Total, public welfare. _..........--- 346, 000 












Pusiic Works: 


OGed OF Cee Gt oe Cua ts dem accoSamenmimane 
Office of Municipal Architect__.............-..-.-.-...-- 
Department of Inspections._.....................--.-... 
Electrical Division: 

Opente SEUNIB y sink ib cds Shh Sh tin ea 

CRIES GIES 6 6 winwintcnnncenstantRcaunasad keels 
Sere isis iiss «nine diciemeiiteianibtiiaainae Minds sll, 
Street and Bridge Divisions: 

Cee I Sw esses titacaien sss tec eahacgh aig: thew sec anti 


The committee recommends approval of the 
budget estimate, $2,722,000 or an increase of 
$102,000 over the House allowance. The addi- 
tional sum is required to offset the increased costs 
of lighting, heating, and operation of structures, 
and increased unit costs of items in repair or replace- 
ment contracts involving streets, alleys, and side- 
walks. 

In order to clarify the availability of funds for the 
snow removal program, the committee has approved 
the deletion of the following language which is 
restated under the appropriation for operating 
expenses, Division of Sanitation: 

and cleaning snow and ice from streets, side- 
walks, cross walks, and gutters, in the dis- 
cretion of the Commissioners; 


CARTER OUR 6 di ies ei on ie 2 


The committee has approved the budget esti- 
mate, $5,056,000, or an increase of $682,000 over 
the House allowance. The additional sum will 
permit continuation of important highway and 
bridge projects relating to the program of con- 
necting District thoroughfares with the Washington- 
Annapolis Freeway and the Baltimore-Washington 
Parkway. 

The committee also recommends that the follow- 
ing provision be added to the bill: 

: Provided further, That this appropriation and 
the appropriation “Operating expenses, Street 
and Bridge Divisions’, shall be available for 
advance payments to Federal rere for work 
to be performed, when ordered by the Commis- 
sioners, subject to subsequent adjusiment 


Total, Street and Bridge Divisions__- 


Department of Vehicles and Traffic.................----- 
Division of. ‘Trees One POrkie@ eo eect aks 
Motor Venicle Parking Agency.-_-..-...........-..-...... 
Division of Sanitation, operating expenses__..........-.-- 


The committee recommends an appropriation of 
$4,538,000, the estimate, or an increase of $63,000 over 
the House allowance. The additional sum _ restores 
$7,500 to the snow-removal program of which the esti- 
mated cost is $150,000, and $55,500 to tke street-clean- 
ing department for services of existing laborers and truck 
drivers. The committee also recommends that the 
amount payable from the highway fund be increased to 
$100,000 which is $5,000 over the House allowance. 

To clarify the availability of funds for the snow- 
removal program, the committee has inserted the follow- 
ing language in the bill, a part of which is a transfer from 





$3, 400 
79, 600 
80, 000 
10, 100 
102, 000 

















































682, 000 


784, 000 


90, 000 
41, 800 
30. 000 
63, 000 
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Pusiic Worxs—Continued 


the appropriation for operating expenses, Street and 
Bridge Divisions: 
for cleaning snow and ice from streets, sidewalks, cross 
walks, and gulters, and for marking electric-light poles 
incidental to traffic control during periods of ice and 
snow, in the discretion of the Commissioners 


Sewer Division, operating expenses_............-.------- $90, 000 
Water Division, operating expenses................------ 115, 000 
‘Total, Pubes Weene. 845.6. 55. 4s... 5. ee 1, 460, 400 
Washington Aqueduct, operating expenses__._-..-.--- 23, 000 
I ain cmilook 10, 000 
National Capital Parks. --....-...-i.---.+---=------ 117, 000 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission --_--- -- 18, 200 
I en Se ae 4, 062, 089 
Amount of bill as reported to Senate__..........----- 135, 117, 089 


GENERAL PROVISIONS 


The committee recommends that the following changes be included 
in the bill: 

In section 6 increase the automobile limitation to $59,000, or an 
increase of $4,000 over the House allowance. The sum is needed to 
expedite inspection work by district employees using their privately 
owned automobiles. 

In section 7 increase the expenditure limitation on payment of dues 
and expenses of attendance at meetings to $17,000, an increase of 
$2,000 over the House allowance. 

In section 9 insert the following language at the end of the para- 
graph: 

ee hereafter the ove the Budget Officer of the District of Columbia shall 


e at the rate of Grade GS-16 in the General Schedule established by the Classi- 
fication Act of 1949 
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